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concern we have in this world, the choice of our profession, must be determined without demonstrative reasoning. Human life is not yet so well known, as that we can have it. And take the case of a man who is ill. I call two physicians: they differ in opinion. I am not to lie down, and die between them : I must do something.' The conversation then turned on Atheism; on that horrible book, Systeme de la Nature^; and on the supposition of an eternal necessity, without design, without a governing mind. JOHNSON. ' If it were so, why has it ceased ? Why don't we see men thus produced around us now? Why, at least, does it not keep pace, in some measure, with the progress of time ? If it stops because there is now no need of it, then it is plain there is, and ever has been, an all powerful intelligence. But stay! (said he, with one of his satyrick laughs2.) Ha! ha! ha 1 I shall suppose Scotchmen made necessarily, and Englishmen by choice.'
At dinner this day, we had Sir Alexander Dick, whose amiable character, and ingenious and cultivated mind, are so generally known; (he was then on the verge of seventy, and is now (1785) eighty-one, with his faculties entire, his heart warm, and his temper gay;) Sir David Dalrymple, Lord Hailes; Mr. Maclaurin3, advocate; Dr. Gregory, who now worthily fills his father's medical chair4; and my uncle, Dr.
1 By the Baron d'Holbach. Voltaire (Works, xii. 212) describes this book as 'Une Philippique centre Dieu.' He wrote to M. Saurin:— ' Ce maudit livre du Systeme de la Nature est un peche contre nature. Je vous sais bien bon gre de reprouver I'atheisme et d'aimer ce vers : " Si Dieu n'existait pas, il faudrait 1'inventer." Je suis rarement content de mes vers, mais j'avoue que j'ai une tendresse de pere pour celui-la.' Id. Iv. 418.